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[1] The only exception being Saudi defiance towards Obama’s approach towards Iran and the JCPOA. Riyadh was obviously opposed to the deal
and did a lot to stop it from being concluded, only to find itself in a distant position to that of the U.S. administration. Yet Trump has remedied that
gap and Washington-Riyadh regional cooperation are once again back on track.

[2] See “Remarks by President Trump on lIran Strategy,’ The White House, October 13, 2017. https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-
office/2017/10/13/remarks-president-trump-iran-strategy

[3]1 Thomas Friedman, “Saudi Arabia’s Arab Spring, at Last,” The New York Times, November 23, 017. https://www.nytimes.com/2017/11/23/opinion/
saudi-prince-mbs-arab-spring.html

[4] “Iraq asks Saudi Arabia to replace ambassador,” Al-Jazeera, August 29, 2016. http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2016/08/irag-asks-saudi-arabia-
replace-ambassador-160829041208479.html

[5]“Arab states issue 13 demands to end Qatar-Gulf crisis,” Al-Jazeera, July 12, 2017. http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2017/06/arab-states-issue-list-
demands-gatar-crisis-170623022133024.html

[6] See Samia Nakhoul, Laila Bassam, Tom Perry, “Exclusive: How Saudi Arabia turned on Lebanon’s Hariri,” Reuters, November 11, 2017. https://
www.reuters.com/article/us-lebanon-politics-hariri-exclusive/exclusive-how-saudi-arabia-turned-on-lebanons-hariri-idUSKBN 1DBOQL

[7] Angus McDowall, Tom Perry, Sarah Dadouch, “Lebanon PM Hariri resigns, assails Iran and Hezbollah,” Reuters, November 4, 2017. https://www.
reuters.com/article/us-lebanon-politics-hariri/lebanon-pm-hariri-resigns-assails-iran-and-hezbollah-idUSKBN 1D40DY

[8] President Rouhani’s full address is available at: http://president.ir/fa/101489

[9] See for instance: Mareike Transfeld “Iran’s Small Hand in Yemen,” Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, February 14, 2017. http://
carnegieendowment.org/sada/67988

Seyed Hossein Mousavian, “Is Iran really to blame for Yemen conflict?” Al-Monitor, May 8, 2015. http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2015/05/
iran-saudi-houthis-yemen.html#ixzz4zKuugW9b

[10] Simeon Kerr, Katrina Manson, Ahmed Al Omran, “Saudi Arabia Accuses Iran of ‘act of war’ as tensions rise,” Financial Times, November 7, 2017.
[11]“Mr. Al-Houthi reveals a successful missile test; threatens Abu Dhabi, UAE and Saudi regimes,” Yemen Press, September 14, 2017. http://www.
yemenpress.org/ticker/mr-al-houthi-reveals-a-successful-missile-test-threatens-abu-dhabi-uae-and-saudi-regimes-2.html

[12] Patrick Markey, Mohamed Abdellah “Saudi Arabia and Arab allies push for unity against Iran, Hezbollah meddling,” Reuters, November 19,
2017. https://www.reuters.com/article/us-lebanon-politics-arabs/saudi-arabia-and-arab-allies-push-for-unity-against-iran-hezbollah-meddling-
idUSKBN1DJO6M

[13] Since the GCC rift, Kuwait has been hesitant to host the summit in order not to officially show its fragility or even cause its demise. Saudi Arabia

has the same reservations. Therefore the Arab League has been the main venue for an institutional escalation against Iran.
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