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THE TRANSFORMATION STRUGGLE OF 

THE PYD: LOCALIZATION TENDENCY AS 

A METHOD OF GAINING LEGITIMACY?

Abstract: The Democratic Union Party (PYD) has emerged as one of the biggest 
beneficiaries in the Syrian war, triggered by the Arab Spring. Since its inception in 2003 
until 2011, the party had not found the chance of being a significant actor in the Syrian 
political theatre. However, the Syrian war eruption and the rise of ISIS opened a new 
chapter for the PYD and its military wing, the People’s Protection Units (YPG). Specifically, 
the Kobane War in 2014 became a turning point for the PYD in its relationship with the 
USA. Given the PYD’s intimate relationship with the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), 
Washington has started forcing the organization to transform itself into a more local 
organization due to legitimacy concerns. Thus, over time the party started attempting 
to gain political and societal legitimacy in the eyes of the Kurdish population along 
with different segments of Syrian society and garner as much support as possible from 
different layers of the country. The PYD also aimed at appealing to international actors 
through the transformation. In the context of its efforts to gain legitimacy, the party has 
established administrative and military structures that include different ethnicities and 
religions. The PYD/YPG has tried to eliminate legitimacy problems through attempts 
to localize (or Syrianize) itself. Therefore, in the quest to attain societal and political 
legitimacy, it has taken pragmatic steps towards this goal. Nevertheless, the party’s 
localization initiative remains inconclusive and currently faces various challenges. 
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Introduction
The outbreak of events triggered by the Arab Spring has upended Syria. The Democratic 
Union Party (PYD), which was established by the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) 
supporters in Syria and later became the Syrian branch of the Kurdistan Communities 
Union (KCK)1, has emerged as one of the biggest beneficiaries of the Syrian war. The 
party has come into prominence through its armed wing’s (YPG) military victories, 
against the Islamic State in Iraq and Sham (ISIS), thanks to the enormous support it 
received from the US-led international coalition. 

From the time of its establishment until the outbreak of the Arab Spring, the PYD had 
not been very active in Syria due to the Syrian regime’s total control in the country. 
This, coupled with improved relations between Turkey and Syria following the Adana 
agreement, essentially sidelined the party. Nevertheless, after 2011, the wind reversed, 
and the PYD/YPG has come to the fore in the Syrian conflict after its leaders were 
encouraged to return to the political scene by the Syrian regime. For example, Salih 
Muslim, the PYD’s ex co-chair, returned from the Kurdistan region of Iraq to Northern 
Syria after spending some time in exile. Over time, the organization has increased its 
clout, taking advantage of the Syrian regime’s withdrawal from Northern Syria within 
the framework of an arrangement with the PYD. The instability environment deepened 
by the crisis in the country created a fertile ground for the organization to increase 
its footprint in the area. In particular, the external support brought by the function of 
combating ISIS and the group’s crackdown on its Kurdish competitors has paved the 
way for it to establish military and administrative structures in Northern Syria. This 
has helped it to become the de facto administrator of the region ever since 2012. More 
importantly, with the Kobane war in 20142, the organization entered into an alliance 
relationship with the USA. Thanks to this partnership, it began to receive enormous 
financial and military support from Washington. 
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The PYD created a narrative of resistance and victory through the Kobane war and 
marketed it very well. The legitimacy of the organization in Western countries has 
started to increase with this battle. Since this phase, the YPG has been tried to be 
legitimized in Western countries through the war against ISIS, discipline in the 
warfare, and its secularism. To this end, the PYD/YPG has been tried to be presented 
as a structure that has no bonds with the PKK, which was emerged from the Kurdish 
nationalism idea and continues its war against Turkey for almost four decades3.  
Over time, the relationship between the USA-PYD/YPG has evolved into a sort of 
partnership. The relationship got stronger, and Washington persisted in supporting 
the group in getting rid of ISIS despite Turkey’s demands to fight against ISIS in Syria.  

It should be kept in mind that one of the most important reasons that brought the 
United States and the YPG together was the failure of the US’s train-equip program for 
the Free Syrian Army (FSA). At a time when the FSA was eager to fight both the Assad 
regime and ISIS4, the YPG, which had no intention of fighting the regime, demonstrated 
its willingness to fight ISIS solely. The determination and stand of the YPG have made 
the organization a reliable ally for the USA. Eventually, the group began to be used as 
ground forces of the US-led international coalition. Yet while the YPG’s military victories 
against ISIS were improving its popularity in Western countries, Turkey’s security concerns 
relapsed over the years, which culminated in two military operations against the entity.

The Quest for Societal and Political Legitimacy
The PYD/YPG’s secularism has been another factor contributing to its positive reception 
in Western countries. As time passed, the YPG, which started acting like an anti-ISIS 
force, expanded its area of   control over non-Kurdish areas. Given the PYD’s intimate 
relationship (Even though the claim is rejected by the PYD/YPG leaders) with the PKK, 
which is designated as a terrorist organization by Turkey, the EU, and the USA, Washington 
has started forcing the organization to transform itself.5 The PYD/YPG also tried to take 
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advantage of its engagement with the USA so as to translate its military triumphs 
into formal/constitutional political gains. Moreover, the expansion of the lands taken 
from ISIS has deepened the USA’s relationship with the YPG. The organization also 
aimed at deterring possible Turkish and regime interventions by consolidating its 
relationship with the USA and the transformation it would go through over time. 

To this end, the PYD started attempting to gain political and societal legitimacy in the 
eyes of the Kurdish population along with different segments of the Syrian society 
and garner as much support as possible from different layers of the country. In the 
quest to attain societal and political legitimacy, it has aimed at winning the hearts 
and minds of Syrian society and evolving into a state-like actor. Furthermore, the 
PYD also wants to attract the international community for its political project. The 
party has long been trying to prove that it is not affiliated with the PKK in order to 
gain legitimacy in the international arena. Thus, day by day, it has sped up its efforts 
to prove that it is a local movement that emerged in war-ravaged Syria.
 
In its quest for legitimacy, it has endeavored to use an inclusive rhetoric throughout 
the war. In particular, when the PYD/YPG expanded its area of   control towards Arab-
populated regions in Eastern Syria, it felt the need to use an inclusive discourse 
founded on “being a local (Syrian) entity” and a “brotherhood of the peoples.” The 
organization’s main motive to do this is the following: The party foresees that it 
can obtain a legal framework of autonomy if it convinces the regime that it does 
not follow a secessionist agenda. Moreover, the party has always highlighted that 
they are the 3rd line6 7 in the Syrian War. It has neither sided with the regime nor 
supported the Sunni Arab opposition whose aim is overthrowing the regime. 
Additionally, the organization focused on seizing territories along with establishing 
and strengthening administrative structures to control the areas where Öcalan’s 
“Democratic Confederalism” theory was put into practice.8 
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In the context of its efforts to gain legitimacy, it has established administrative and military 
structures that include different ethnicities and religions. The formation of the Syrian 
Democratic Forces (SDF), the Syrian Democratic Council (SDC), various parties moving within 
the orbit of the PYD, and the Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria are the 
products of the organization’s quest for obtaining societal and political legitimacy. The PYD/
YPG tried to eliminate the problem of legitimacy by trying to localize (or Syrianize) itself. 
Therefore, it took pragmatic steps towards this goal. Although the localization project is not 
exempt from various problems and currently faces many severe challenges, especially in the 
Arab-dominated parts of Syria, the organization continues its efforts to gain legitimacy at 
domestic and international levels.

The “Third Line” Strategy
As emphasized above, the PYD/YPG demarked itself from the Syrian opposition, and the YPG 
occasionally had conflicts with elements of the Free Syrian Army (FSA). At the same time, 
the group had clashes with the Al Nusra Front in different areas, such as in Tal Abyad and 
Rimelan. However, after 2015, other than fighting Turkey-backed opposition, the organization 
focused solely on the fight against ISIS. Moreover, as the organization expanded its clout 
over Eastern Syria and took control of the natural resources-rich areas, which produces 70 
percent9 of the total energy resources in the country, it started focusing on governance. 
Additionally, Bashar al-Assad did not perceive the PYD as an existential threat to its regime 
and wanted to focus on Damascus’s security following the attack on the National Security 
headquarters, which claimed the lives of a number of high-ranking security figures, including 
Defense Minister  Dawoud Rajiha and his deputy, Bashar al-Assad’s brother-in-law Assef 
Shawkat.10 The regime’s withdrawal from Northern Syria in 2012 has benefited both parties. 
The common enemy anxiety, the presence of moderate and jihadist factions, coupled with 
Turkey’s threats, led both sides to avoid clashing with each other. 
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Efforts to Cover Up the Relationship With the PKK
The Kurdistan People’s Congress (KONGRA-GEL), which is accepted as the legislative 
body of the KCK, previously was expressed as the highest legislative body of Kurdistan 
in the charter of the PYD. While establishing the Democratic Society Movement (TEV-
DEM) in Syria, the organization copied the KONGRA-GEL example. Likewise, the 
cantons announced in 2014 (Jazira, Afrin, Kobane) also saw the TEV-DEM structure as 
a precedent in establishing their local governance.11  Taking these points into account, 
it is clearly seen that the PYD was established as the political entity of the KCK in Syria 
and is associated with the PKK. Although the PYD claims that it is not affiliated with the 
PKK, it is a member of the KCK, which has the same leadership and charter as the PKK.12 

Additionally, many senior executives of the organization are people who have been 
to the Qandil Mountains before. The most prominent of these figures are Mazloum 
Kobane, Ilham Ahmed, Polat Can, Xebat Derik, Rojin Ramo, and Aldar Khalil.13 At the 
beginning of the crisis in Syria, many people from the Qandil mountains and Turkey had 
been sent to Syria. The mentioned names began pursuing the organization’s objectives 
by directing the decision-making mechanisms within the PYD/YPG. 

The PYD’s previous charters show its ties with the PKK and the KCK. However, as 
the organization gained power in Syria, it changed its charter due to domestic and 
international legitimacy concerns. In 2012, the PYD held its 5th Congress in a period 
when it increased its effectiveness in Northern Syria and removed all mentions of the 
“PKK” from its program. In 2015, in its 6th Congress, the organization also removed the 
part which specified the KONGRA-GEL as the official legislative body of the Kurdish 
people.14 With these changes, the bond between the PKK and the PYD was attempted 
to be eradicated. The PYD tried to prove that it was a local opposition movement due 
to the reasons mentioned above. In the meantime, per the military and administrative 
structures, it has established over time, the group has increased its localization efforts.
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DIFFERENT DIMENSIONS OF THE LOCALIZATION PROJECT
The PYD and its military wing had to go through a transformation period due to the realities 
stemming from rapidly changing dynamics in the Syrian War. Following the Kobane War, the 
organization accelerated its localization project with the USA’s increasing pressure. Primarily, 
the project has political, administrative, and political dimensions.

Administrative Dimension
The PYD and some other movements that have allied with it established a “constituent 
assembly” in November 2013. Movements whose politics align with the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP) were not included in the mentioned assembly announced in 
Qamishli. Chechen, Chaldean, Syriac, Kurdish, and Arab representatives took part in this 
assembly consisting of 82 members. This move was the preliminary step of the declaration 
of the autonomous areas. In December 2013, a legislative assembly was established. 
The legislative assembly announced the “social contract” supporting the “Democratic 
Nation” theory, which transcends ethnicities and religions15 in January 2014, in Amuda.16 
Subsequently, the establishment of the three cantons (Jazira, Afrin, Kobane) was announced.  
With this administrative structure, a decentralized administration system has been created 
to act as a roadmap for Syria’s future. Additionally, the YPG was accepted as the defense 
force of the announced areas. Moreover, Kurdish, Syriac, and Arabic were accepted as official 
languages on the social contract. Qamishli, which is located in Jazira canton, was chosen as 
the administration’s capital, and it was stated that it would be jointly governed by the Kurds, 
Assyrians, Armenians, Chechens, Muslims, Christians, and Yazidis.17 Additionally, the delivery 
of basic services and security to the public should also be evaluated in the context of winning 
hearts and minds and gaining societal legitimacy.

Following the expansion of the YPG/SDF’s footprint over different parts of the country, the 
Democratic Federation of Northern Syria, which is the continuation of the cantons, was 
announced in 2016.18 In 2018, the Syrian Democratic Council (SDC) announced the establishment 
of the Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria following the SDF’s seizure of areas 
in Eastern Syria.19 These changes show that the Autonomous Administration has been flexible 
enough to adapt to the new realities on the ground. More importantly, with these changes, 
the PYD has tried to demonstrate that it is both an inclusive and a Syrian organization. 
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Having said that, even though the PYD presents itself to Western countries as a pluralist, 
decentralized and democratic structure that rejects the classical nation-state model, 
it has actually established a monopoly on the administrative structures established in 
Northern Syria.20 In other words, while the aim, in theory, was to establish decentralized 
institutions, in reality, the PYD dominated the mentioned institutions by its practices. 

Military Dimension
The YPG was founded in the wake of the events that took place in Qamishli in 2004.21 
However, it was not activated up until 2011. Following the withdrawal of the Syrian regime 
from Northern Syria, it has become a very serious force.22 The official establishment 
date of the YPG is July 2012.23 Eventually, Turkey started seeing it as a hostile force, 
and as Turkey’s rhetoric against the YPG become harsher over time, the USA started 
to consider transforming the YPG by merging it with different religious and ethnic 
groups in an effort to appease Turkey’s security concerns and legitimize its military and 
financial help to the organization due to the organization’s bonds with the PKK. 

Namely, the organization was forced to have a new shape and adopt a more inclusive 
discourse that would not only appeal to the local Syrian actors but also the international 
powers. Therefore, in 2015 the YPG merged with various groups from different 
ethnicities of the region, and the YPG-dominated Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) was 
established as an umbrella entity consisting of Arabs, Kurds, Turkmens, Assyrians, and 
other ethnicities.

After the creation of the SDF, the United States sped up its military aid to the 
organization. Moreover, Mazloum Kobane, the commander in chief of the SDF, has 
continually been highlighting that the SDF is a Syrian national force, and the entity 
wants to gain constitutional recognition.24 Kobane also states that they see the SDF as 
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the nucleus25 of the future Syrian army, and they want to be a part of it by protecting 
their autonomy within the military. At the time of crises, when Turkey intervened 
in Syria, for example, the SDF called on the Syrian regime to protect its borders by 
claiming to be against foreign interference and in favor of the integrity of the country.26 
Addedly, Kobane has consistently articulated the inevitability of an agreement with 
the Syrian regime.27 

That said, the PYD/YPG has intensified its efforts to compromise with Damascus, 
specifically after US President Donald Trump’s decision to withdraw US forces28 from 
Northern Syria. Redur Khalil, one of the SDF’s top executives and former spokesperson 
of the YPG, stated that an agreement between the autonomous administration and 
the Damascus regime is inevitable in the short term.29 What is more, in 2018, the 
United States issued an arrest warrant for 3 PKK leaders (Murat Karayılan, Cemil Bayık, 
and Duran Kalkan) and specified rewards30 for those who would provide information 
on them.  This was likely a bid to pressure the PYD/YPG to distance itself from the 
PKK.

Local military councils are also worth mentioning in the military aspect of the 
localization project. In 2019, in a time when Turkey increased its threats to intervene 
in Northern Syria, the SDF established local military councils in Tal Abyad, Kobane, 
Tabqa, Raqqa, and Qamishli31 to appease Turkey’s security concerns to a certain 
extent. Through this move, the SDF tried to claim that it had devolved power to 
the local forces, and the regions mentioned would be protected32 by locals who are 
not affiliated with the YPG.33 However, this decentralization move was questionable 
from the very beginning and has not born fruit in terms of preventing Turkey from 
intervening in Northern Syria.
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Political Dimension
The creation of the SDF was not the last bid for the PYD/YPG’s claim of being a part of 
the wider Syrian mosaic. In 2015, the Syrian Democratic Council, which is a coalition of 
political parties, and serves as the political wing of the SDF, was established. However, it 
is known that the PYD’s ideology dominates this entity, which is led by Riyad Dirar and 
Amina Omer. 

The PYD has also tried to gain legitimacy by opening political offices in many countries 
under the name of “Rojava Representation.”34 The organization has engaged politically with 
European countries as well as Russia and the United States in order to gain international 
recognition. It has opened political offices in Benelux35,  Oslo36, Stockholm, Berlin, Paris37, 
Prague, and Moscow, and to a certain extent, achieved its political goal. The former co-
chair of the PYD, Salih Muslim, visited various European countries38 frequently and tried 
to convey the political agenda of his party to the European politicians. In the meanwhile, 
the PYD Co-Chair Asya Abdullah and YPJ Commander Nesrin Abdullah also met with 
European officials. For example, Asya Abdullah and Nesrin Abdullah were hosted by the 
French President François Hollande at the Élysée Palace in February 2015.39 

Nesrin Abdullah, along with Salih Muslim, also went to Italy at the Italian government’s 
official invitation and spoke at the Italian parliament.40 Zuhat Kobane, the PYD’s Europe 
representative, says that even though the political offices do not mean official recognition, 
there is a de facto recognition. She also articulates that “the political offices will carry the 
diplomatic relations which the PYD has developed so far to a new stage. The aim is not 
to seek help, but to guarantee and legitimize the status.”41 

Apart from political offices, the PYD contacts European delegations through the Syrian 
Democratic Council and the Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria. For 
example, delegations from countries such as the United Kingdom and Germany42 have 
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visited Northern Syria and met with figures from the Autonomous Administration on 
different occasions. Even some politicians from the European Parliament43 participated 
in the aforementioned delegations. Likewise, the Syrian Democratic Council and the 
Autonomous Administration have organized many events/workshops in different 
European capitals, including Paris, Vienna, and Berlin, to introduce their political project.44 
The visit of the SDC’s President of the Executive Committee Ilham Ahmed is noteworthy in 
this respect. Ahmed had visited Washington45 and met with senators46 to request for help 
against Turkey’s military operations. Lately, she also visited Moscow, met with Russian 
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov47, and reached a memorandum of understanding with the 
Popular Will Party.48 The memorandum is of importance as it describes the Autonomous 
Administration as an “objective necessity and a societal need related to conditions of the 
country”49 and indirectly brings the PYD to the constitution committee meetings, given 
the fact that Popular Will Party representatives participate in the negotiations. The intra-
Kurdish dialogue in Syria is also another move in the search for political legitimacy. The 
Kurdish National Unity Parties (PYNK) tries to reconcile with the Kurdish National Council 
(KNC) to increase its legitimacy at societal and international levels. Both sides have lately 
agreed to establish a Supreme Kurdish reference50 for the unity talks. For the time being, 
this is merely a memorandum of understanding as both sides have not yet succeeded in 
reaching a comprehensive deal that covers security, military, and administration.  

Having said that, the organization also uses foreign ISIS-affiliated prisoners in its search 
for political legitimacy. The SDF has captured and imprisoned thousands of ISIS members. 
A big chunk of the prisoners consists of foreign militants, women, and children. The 
reluctance of Western countries to repatriate these people has allowed the organization 
to use them as a form of blackmail. The SDF states that it cannot protect the prisons 
where ISIS members are held in case of a military operation against it. In addition, the 
Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria has managed to establish contact 
with foreign officials of many countries by using the mentioned foreigners very effectively. 
In this way, the organization tried to strengthen its hand in gaining political recognition. 
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Many countries, such as Nigeria51,  Russia52, the United Kingdom, Germany53,  Denmark, 
Finland, the Netherlands, Norway, and France, have contacted the Foreign Relations 
Office of the Autonomous Administration to repatriate children. Nevertheless, in general, 
Western countries have been very reluctant to repatriate their citizens other than children. 
Yet, there are a few exceptions. For example, Norway repatriated a number of ISIS-affiliated 
women.54 Kazakhstan, on the other hand, took responsibility and repatriated ISIS militants 
alongside women and children.55 It is also known that there are some Turkish citizens 
detained by the SDF. However, since Ankara designates the SDF as a terrorist entity and 
does not recognize the Autonomous Administration, Turkish citizens cannot be repatriated. 
The PYD-controlled Autonomous Administration only hands over ISIS members through 
direct negotiations with countries and does not accept a third country as a mediator.56 
This move is a shrewd way of strengthening its hand in the quest for political legitimacy 
in the international arena. Previously, the establishment of an international tribunal for 
ISIS-affiliated prisoners was also voiced by different international actors. The Autonomous 
Administration also valued these voices with regards to legitimacy concerns.57 The 
international tribunal establishment would have provided the SDF and the Autonomous 
Administration to have direct or indirect contact with foreign countries, which could have 
further contributed to their legitimacy in international actors’ eyes

CRACK IN THE PYD’S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE PKK
A short while ago, the Autonomous Administration has brokered an oil deal58 with Delta 
Crescent Energy LLC, which is a little-known known American firm. It can be said that the 
agreement is crucial for the SDF, even though it is not a very comprehensive one. The SDF 
and Mazloum Kobane have long been aspiring to assure the continuation of the US military 
presence in Northeast Syria for their very survival. The agreement ensures the continuation 
of a military presence. It also helps the SDF to diversify its relationship with the USA.59 
The main focus of their relationship has been security thus far. Most importantly, the 
Autonomous Administration assumes that diversification of the relationship can culminate 
in official recognition in the future. 
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Following the announcement of the deal, a crack is observed in the PKK-PYD/SDF 
relationship. The recent crack was crystallized in Cemil Bayık’s remarks against the 
agreement. Cemil Bayık, the co-chair of the executive committee of the KCK, has stated 
that the PKK cadres follow the news from the media, and they are not aware of the 
details of the agreement. He also added that they are against such initiatives since Syria 
is a “sovereign and internationally recognized country, and nobody can own the oil as 
it belongs to the whole Syrian society.”60 Moreover, he asserted that the SDF should 
thank Abdullah Öcalan for the intra-Kurdish unity talks, tacitly criticizing Mazloum 
Kobane as he previously praised the leadership of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq for its 
endorsement to the negotiations.61 On top of these, different sources claim that some 
non-Syrian PKK figures, including Sabri Ok, one of the PKK’s top figures, were expelled 
from Northern Syria as a result of the USA’s pressure.62 

BARRIERS TO THE LOCALIZATION PROJECT
There are various challenges to the localization project initiated by the PYD/YPG. It 
is tough to predict where the still incomplete localization initiative will head due 
to the constantly changing dynamics in the Syrian war. The biggest obstacle to the 
organization’s localization initiative is the tension between the SDF and locals of 
the Arab-populated areas such as Raqqa63 and Deir Ez-Zor. Despite the PYD/YPG’s 
efforts to present itself as an inclusive organization, the reality on the ground seems 
different.64 The PYD allegedly only brings those who are obeying the party’s rules into 
leadership positions65 among different administrative entities. This situation creates 
tension66 in the Arab-populated areas in which the SDF is seen as an occupying force.  

Although the organization desires to gain the support of the local people based on 
obedience, the nature of representation67 for differing actors in administrative entities leads 
to discontent in the SDF-controlled areas. Arabs are deprived of genuine representation 
in the PYD-led structures. Moreover, the suspicious assassinations against tribal leaders 
in the area68, coupled with the grim reality, such as destroyed livelihoods, infrastructure, 
and other problems related to the delivery of social services, has culminated in waves 
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of protest69 against the SDF in Deir Ez-Zor and Raqqa. The SDF has responded harshly to 
the protests.70 Nonetheless, Mazloum Kobane has been trying to obtain the approval of 
Arabs in recent months. Thus, he has met with tribal leaders71 of different Arab tribes to 
get their consent and polish the SDF’s image. In short, the Arab-majority areas continue 
to remain as the weak spot for the SDF and PYD-led Autonomous Administration. 

Additionally, the situation on the ground is not favorable for the Kurdish side. The Syrian 
regime has been pretty reluctant to grant any sort of legal autonomy to the SDF and the 
PYD-led Autonomous Administration to date. In the past, the SDC and Damascus, with 
Russia’s mediation, held many rounds of talks72 with regards to the SDF-controlled areas 
in Damascus and the Kheimim airbase. The PYD has consistently shown its approval for 
the talks and endorsed this initiative.73 The party has said that the two sides can reconcile 
if the regime leaves the Baath mentality.

Nevertheless, negotiations between the sides have not yielded any positive results for 
the PYD and SDF, and the situation does not seem to be reversing any time soon. The 
regime thinks that it has the upper hand in the negotiations and still uses Turkey’s threats 
against the PYD in order to avoid from making any significant concessions. What is more, 
Ilham Ahmed now blames the regime for the failure of the talks. She recently claimed 
that “the Syrian government, instead of solving the Syrian crisis, has been destabilizing 
the security and stability of the region and creating discord between the Kurds and the 
Arabs.”74

Moreover, not everyone within the PYD/SDF is in favor of the localization project as it 
necessitates power-sharing. The discontent with power-sharing is illustrated in senior 
PYD figure Aldar Khalil’s statements, whose rhetoric is similar to that of the PKK cadres 
in Qandil. In one of his speeches regarding the unity talks with the KNC, he stated 
that they would never accept an agreement, which will mean the destruction of their 
administration.75 He also asserted they could not offer administration positions to KNC 
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leaders as they were not elected, and then he rejected the idea of Roj Peshmerga’s76 
deployment in Syria.77 The discontent within the PYD is likely to grow in the upcoming 
period as the influential name Aldar Khalil and some other figures insist on following78 
the PKK leaders in Qandil. That said, the KNC clearly wants the PYD to distance itself 
from PKK cadres. In an interview with Rudaw79, Neşet Zaza, a senior figure of Kurdistan 
Democratic Party-Syria (KDP-S), which is an essential party within KNC, touches upon 
the PYD’s relationship with the PKK and asserts that they will never accept their 
territories to be ruled by non-Syrian PKK cadres as their existence has become a reason 
for Turkey to intervene in Kurdish-populated areas in Syria. 

Conclusion
As manifested above, the localization project of the PYD/YPG has been facing various 
problems. However, it is highly likely for the PYD and its military and political extensions 
to continue their localization efforts in their quest for gaining societal and political 
legitimacy. Thus, they will continue capitalizing on their inclusionary rhetoric to appeal 
to domestic and international actors for their survival. 

The lack of genuine Arab representation in PYD-led administrative structures has created 
dissatisfaction. Considering this situation, the PYD might try to curb the discontent 
through new elections that can change the percentage of Arabs in administrative 
structures in Qamishli and Hasaka80, where the Kurds and Arabs co-exist. Additionally, 
Ilham Ahmed’s recent statement with regards to the removal of all the Syrians81 
(excluding the ones who have serious accusations82) from the infamous Al-Hol camp, 
where around 70.000 ISIS-affiliated people reside, should be read within the context 
of finding common ground with the Arab tribes in Eastern Syria. The tribes have long 
been demanding the inmates’ release from the notorious camp, which serves as an 
indoctrination center. 
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Likewise, the PYD will continue its efforts to mend ties with the Assad regime. However, it 
does not have the upper hand in negotiations. Thus, the de facto situation on the ground 
is likely to continue unless a significant dynamic emerges on the battlefield. The regime 
is likely to continue Turkey’s intervention threats to escape from making any serious 
concessions.  

In the same vein, Turkey’s position regarding the PYD is not expected to change in the 
foreseeable future, given that the country does not believe in a PYD-PKK breakup. The 
SDF’s recent deal with Delta Crescent Energy LLC ensures the continuation of the US 
military presence, diversifies the USA’s relationship with the group, and cements the 
relationship between the two sides. This situation worries Ankara as it does not want to 
face a scenario similar to the situation of the Kurdistan Regional Government following 
the US invasion of Iraq in 2003. What is more, the administrative and military changes 
that the PYD/YPG has made thus far have been considered cosmetic changes by Ankara. 
In addition to these, Turkey has shown its dissatisfaction with the intra-Kurdish talks as 
the PYD aims at being included in political processes by reconciling with the KNC. Turkey 
adamantly opposes83 the unity talks and PYD’s participation in political processes that 
would shape Syria’s future.

Moreover, a possible PYD-KNC agreement necessitates the KNC’s split from the Istanbul-
based Syrian opposition, which is not welcomed in Turkey. Turkish Foreign Minister 
Mevlüt Çavuşoğlu has made Turkey’s stance towards the talks clear by saying, “We will 
neither allow a terror corridor, nor the legitimation of terrorists on our borders.”84 He 
also articulated that “irrespective of the names, whoever sides with the PKK/YPG is 
not different than the PKK, and they are a legitimate target.”85 Taking these points into 
account, Turkey’s stance towards the PYD and its military and administrative structures 
is unlikely to change in the foreseeable future. 

In summation, the success of the PYD’s unfinished localization project will depend on 
the new dynamics that will emerge on the Syrian battlefield, whether the organization 
will really break its ties with the PKK, and new alliances to be formed between the states 
taking part in the war. The years to come will be of critical importance to see the outcome 
of this localization initiative.



Endnotes
1- After the capture of Abdullah Öcalan in Kenya in 1999, the PKK was forced to go through a restructuring 
process. The organization was obliged to give its weight to the political movement for a while during this 
period. The PKK, at its 7th congress, decided to initiate the so-called “democratic transformation” process by 
declaring that it underwent a political and ideological change in line with the directives provided by its leader 
Abdullah Öcalan. Moreover, the post 9/11 period compelled the PKK to seek a new political structure, which 
culminated in the creation of the Kurdistan Communities Union. At the time, the PKK decided on a confederal 
model, establishing seemingly local branches in 3 other countries (i.e., in Syria, Iraq, and Iran), and becoming 
a part of the KCK. The KCK can be viewed as an umbrella entity (or a binding contract) that consists of the PKK 
and its affiliates in Syria (PYD), Iraq (PÇDK), and Iran (PJAK). The main motive behind the establishment of the 
KCK and the creation of local parties are as follows: The newly created parties would act per the local needs 
and dynamics. However, the strategic decisions were to be made by the PKK cadres in the Qandil mountains.
2- “Battle for Kobane: Key events”, BBC, 25.06.2015, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-29688108
3- “Who are Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) rebels?”, BBC, 04.11.2016, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-eu-
rope-20971100
4- “Bedir Mulla Rashid, “The Autonomous Administration in Northern Syria: Questions of Legitimacy and 
Identity”. Analysis Paper. Translated by Obaida Hitto. İstanbul: Omran for Strategic Studies, 26.07.2018, p. 3.
5- “U.S. general told Syria’s YPG: ‘You have got to change your brand’”, Reuters, 22.07.2017,   https://www.
reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-usa-ypg/u-s-general-told-syrias-ypg-you-have-got-to-change-your-
brand-idUSKBN1A62SS?il=0           
6- Ghady Sari, “Kurdish Sel-governance in Syria: Survival and Ambition”, Chatham House, Research Paper 
(London: Chatham House, September 2016), p. 9.
7- “Mazlum Abdi: Turkey is not in favour of a solution in Syria”, Youtube, 05.09.2020, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=IaWaQiWk8-4&feature=youtu.be
8- Cengiz Gunes and Robert Lowe, “The Impact of the Syrian War on Kurdish Politics Across the Middle East”, 
Research Paper (London: Chatham House, July 2015), p.5.
9- Ragıp Soylu, “Turkey wants to rebuild Syria with the country’s oil income, Erdogan says” Middle East Eye, 
08.03.2020, https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-rebuild-syria-oil-income-erdogan
10- “Damascus blast ‘kills’ top Assad officials”, Al Jazeera, 19.07.2012, https://www.aljazeera.com/
news/2012/07/19/damascus-blast-kills-top-assad-officials/
11- Ahmet Tosun, “PYD’nin Siyasi ve Askeri Faaliyetlerinin Türkiye’nin Güvenliğine Etkileri” (Yüksek Lisans Tezi, 
Ankara, Milli Savunma Üniversitesi, 2019), p.108.
12- “Syria’s Kurds: A Struggle Within a Struggle” (Brussels: International Crisis Group, 22.01.2013), p.1.
13- “The PKK’s Fateful Choice in Northern Syria”, Middle East Report- N 176 (International Crisis Group, 
04.05.2017), p.7.
14- A. Çelebi, “Suriye’de PYD/YPG Yapılanması” (Ankara: Ortadoğu Araştırmaları Merkezi, Nisan 2019), p.10-11.
15- Bedir Mulla Rashid, “The Autonomous Administration in Northern Syria: Questions of Legitimacy and 
Identity”, Analysis Paper, Translated by Obaida Hitto (İstanbul: Omran for Strategic Studies, 26 July 2018), p.1.
16- Fehim Taştekin, Rojava: Kürtlerin Zamanı, 1. Baskı (İstanbul: İletişim Yayıncılık, 2016), p.183-186.
17- Namık Durukan, “Rojava’da özerk Kürt yönetim modeli oluşturuldu”, Milliyet, 06.01.2014, https://www.
milliyet.com.tr/dunya/rojava-da-ozerk-kurt-yonetim-modeli-olusturuldu-1818287
18- “Türkiye’nin yeni ‘komşusu’: ‘Rojava ve Kuzey Suriye Demokrat Federal Sistemi’”, Sputnik News, 18.03.2016, 
https://tr.sputniknews.com/ortadogu/201603181021571758-suriye-turkiye-rojava-kuzey-suriye-federasyon/
19- “Kuzey ve Doğu Suriye Özerk Yönetimi kuruldu”, Gazete Karınca, 06.09.2018, https://gazetekarinca.
com/2018/09/kuzey-ve-dogu-suriye-ozerk-yonetimi-kuruldu/
20- Elizabeth Tsurkov and Esam Al-Hassan, “Kurdish-Arab Power Struggle in Northeastern Syria”, Sada - Car-
negie Endowment for International Peace, 27.07.2019, https://carnegieendowment.org/sada/79542
21- Özlem Kayhan Pusane, “How to Profile PYD/YPG as an Actor in the Syrian Civil War: Policy Implications for 



the Region and Beyond”, in Violent Non-state Actors and the Syrian Civil War: The ISIS and YPG Cases, ed. Özden 
Zeynep Oktav, Emel Parlar Dal, and Ali Murat Kurşun (Springer, 2018), p.76.
22- Andrew Self and Jared Ferris, “Dead Men Tell No Lies: Using Killed in Action Data to Expose the PKK’s Regional 
Shell Game”, Defence Against Terrorism Review (DATR) 8 (2016): p.20.
23- A. Çelebi, “Suriye’de PYD/YPG Yapılanması” (Ankara: Ortadoğu Araştırmaları Merkezi, Nisan 2019), p.19.
24- İbrahim Hamidi, “SDG Lideri Mazlum Kobani: SDG, Suriye’nin milli gücüdür yasal boyut kazanmak istiyoruz”, 
Şarkul Avsat, 17.12.2019, https://aawsat.com/turkish/home/article/2039586/sdg-lideri-mazlum-kobani-sdg-suri-
yenin-milli-g%C3%BCc%C3%BCd%C3%BCr-yasal-boyut-kazanmak
25- “PYD: We support the talks with Damascus”, ANF News, 16.09.2018, https://anfenglishmobile.com/human-rights/
pyd-we-support-the-talks-with-damascus-29656
26- Kareem Shaheen, “Kurds Call on Syrian Regime to Intervene in Afrin Battle”, The Guardian, 25.01.2018, https://
www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/25/kurds-call-on-syrian-regime-to-intervene-in-afrin-battle
27- Amberin Zaman, “SDG komutanı: Suriye’nin bir parçasıyız, rejimle müzakere kaçınılmazdır”, Al-Monitor, 
20.03.2019, https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/tr/originals/2019/03/syria-kurdish-mazlum-kobane-damas-
cus-talks-assad-russia.html.
28- “Trump orders full withdrawal of US troops from Syria”, Al Jazeera, 20.12.2018, https://www.aljazeera.com/
news/2018/12/trump-orders-full-withdrawal-troops-syria-181219235322303.html
29- “Deal with Syria Regime ‘inevitable,’ Senior SDF Official Redur Xelil Says”, The Defense Post, 05.01.2019, https://
www.thedefensepost.com/2019/01/05/syria-regime-deal-inevitable-sdf-official-redur-xelil/
30- For more information: https://static.rewardsforjustice.net/uploads/PKK8_5x11_508.pdf
31- Jared Szuba, “New Syrian Military Councils Are the SDF’s Latest Push for Decentralization”, The Defense Post, 
23.06.2019, https://www.thedefensepost.com/2019/06/23/syria-sdf-military-councils/
32- Why is the SDF forming military councils? (Youtube, 2019), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5-1DkAjvUA
33- Sherwan Youssef, “The Safe Zone: Local Military Councils to Replace YPG on Syrian-Turkish Borders”, North 
Press Agency, 25.08.2019, https://www.npasyria.com/en/blog.php?id_blog=641&sub_blog=10&name_blog=The%20
Safe%20Zone:%20Local%20Military%20Councils%20to%20Replace%20YPG%20on%20Syrian-Turkish%20Borders
34- Fehim Taştekin, “Rojava, Avrupa’da ‘diplomatik’ ağını genişletiyor”, Al-Monitor, 22.04.2016, https://www.al-mon-
itor.com/pulse/tr/contents/articles/originals/2016/04/turkey-syria-rojava-kurds-expand-diplomatic-network-eu-
rope.html
35- “PYD Benelüks temsilciliği açtı”, Hürriyet, 09.09.2016, https://www.hurriyet.com.tr/dunya/pyd-beneluks-tem-
silciligi-acti-40220770
36- “Norveç’te Rojava temsilciliği açıldı”, Gazete Duvar, 30.11.2016, https://www.gazeteduvar.com.tr/dun-
ya/2016/11/26/norvecte-rojava-temsilciligi-acildi
37- Tuncay Şahin, “ International network of PKK-affiliates to expand with a new US office”, 27.04.2018, https://www.
trtworld.com/europe/international-network-of-pkk-affiliates-to-expand-with-a-new-us-office-17016
38- Salih Muslim in Helsinki 4 June 2015 (Youtube, 2015), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TcFSTZ-BN7k
39- Fehim Taştekin, “Hollande-PYD Meeting Challenges Erdogan”, Al-Monitor, 12.02.2015, http://www.al-monitor.
com/pulse/originals/2015/02/turkey-france-kurdish-guerillas-elysee.html
40- “Kadın YPJ komutanı üniformasıyla İtalya Parlamentosu’nda”, Habertürk, 23.06.2015, https://www.haberturk.
com/dunya/haber/1094497-kadin-ypj-komutani-uniformasiyla-italya-parlamentosunda
41- Fehim Taştekin, “Rojava, Avrupa’da ‘diplomatik’ ağını genişletiyor”, Al-Monitor, 22.04.2016, https://www.al-mon-
itor.com/pulse/tr/contents/articles/originals/2016/04/turkey-syria-rojava-kurds-expand-diplomatic-network-eu-
rope.html
42- German delegation visited Kobanî, placed flowers on martyrs’ shrines”, Hawar News Agency, 30.05.2018, http://
www.hawarnews.com/en/haber/german-delegation-visited-koban-placed-flowers-on-martyrs-shrines-h1732.
html
43- “Avrupa heyeti, Özerk Yönetim ve MSD’yi ziyaret etti”, Hawar Haber Ajansı, 24.05.2019, https://hawarnews.com/
tr/haber/avrupa-heyeti-ozerk-yonetim-ve-msdyi-ziyaret-etti-h14089.html
44- “MSD Almanya’da çalıştay düzenleyecek”, Hawar Haber Ajansı, 27.08.2019, https://hawarnews.com/tr/haber/



msd-almanyada-calistay-duzenleyecek-h17126.html
45- “Kuzey ve Doğu Suriye heyeti Washington’da”, Hawar Haber Ajansı, 20.09.2019, https://hawarnews.com/
tr//haber/kuzey-ve-dogu-suriye-heyeti-washingtonda-h17898.html
46- Ilham Ahmed- Press Conference with US Senate and Congress representatives (Youtube, 2019), https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQV9Ib57Sks
47- ““SDC” Meets With Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov”, the SDC’s Website, http://m-syria-d.com/
en/?p=2688
48- “Memorandum of Understanding Between the Syrian Democratic Council and the Popular Will Party”, the 
SDC’s  Website, http://m-syria-d.com/en/?p=2684
49- “Memorandum of Understanding Between the Syrian Democratic Council and the Popular Will Party”, the 
SDC’s  Website, http://m-syria-d.com/en/?p=2684
50-  Wladimir van Wilgenburg, “Syrian Kurdish parties agree on Supreme Kurdish Reference”, Kurdistan 24, 
22.09.2020, https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/ba899219-46d4-4ff5-8bf1-465bb634a967
51- “Rêveberiya Xweser 3 zarokên DAIŞ`î radestî hikûmeta Nigeriayê kir”, Ajansa Nûçeyan a Hawar (ANHA), 
05.09.2019, https://www.hawarnews.com/kr/haber/rveberiya-xweser-3-zarokn-dais-radest-hikmeta-nige-
riay-kir-h21202.html
52- “Rêveberiya Xweser Hejmarek Zarokên Çekdarên DAIŞê Radestî Rûsyayê Dike”, Rudaw, 06.02.2020, https://
www.rudaw.net/kurmanci/kurdistan/060220205
53- Rêveberiya Xweser 4 zarokên DAIŞ’ê radestî Almanyayê kirin (Youtube, 2019), https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=qBpud3Ib384&feature=youtu.be
54- “Daîreya Têkiliyên Derve 2 zarok û jineke ji Norwecê radest kirin”, Ajansa Nûçeyan a Hawar (ANHA), 
17.01.2020, http://www.hawarnews.com/kr/haber/dareya-tkiliyn-derve-2-zarok-jineke-ji-norwec-radest-ki-
rin-h27075.html
55- Gaukhar Erubaeva, “Is Kazakhstan A Model For Repatriating Its Citizens From Syria?”, Caspian News, 
03.07.2019, https://caspiannews.com/news-detail/is-kazakhstan-a-model-for-repatriating-its-citi-
zens-from-syria-2019-7-3-0/
56- Fehim Taştekin, “IŞİD’in kadın ve çocukları: Bu çağın cüzzamlıları mı?”, BBC News Türkçe, 08.08.2019, 
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-turkiye-49263807
57- Fehim Taştekin, “Barış Pınarı harekâtı- Türkiye IŞİD’e gardiyan olabilir mi?”, BBC News Türkçe, 08.10.2019, 
https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-dunya-49970397
58- Ragıp Soylu, “Turkey condemns US oil deal with Syrian Kurds”, Middle East Eye, 03.08.2020, https://www.
middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-condemn-us-syria-oil-deal-sdf
59- Amberin Zaman, “US oil company signs deal with Syrian Kurds”, Al-Monitor, 30.07.2020, https://www.
al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/07/us-oil-company-deal-syria-kurds-kobani-turkey-russia-sdc-sdf.
html
60- “Bayık’tan petrol anlaşması yorumu: Kimse bunları mülkü yapamaz”, Kurdistan 24, 08.08.2020, https://
www.kurdistan24.net/tr/news/cc429cf7-319d-46ec-92ef-6628b1f57822
61- Karwan Faidhi Dri, “Kurdish talks for unity in northeast Syria continue in a ‘positive atmosphere’: Mazlo-
um Abdi”, Rudaw, 17.12.2019, https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/16122019
62- “‘Sabri Ok Rojava’dan sınırdışı edildi’ iddiası”, Rudaw, 05.07.2020, https://www.rudaw.net/turkish/kurdis-
tan/050720203
63- Ruth Sherlock, Lama Al-Arian, and Kamiran Sadoun, “This Is Not Liberation: Life in the Rubble of Raqqa, 
Syria”, National Public Radio (NPR), 26.10.2018, https://www.npr.org/2018/10/26/658142688/u-s-plan-to-sta-
bilize-raqqa-and-stop-return-of-isis-doesnt-appear-to-be-working
64-  Jamie Dettmer, “Syrian Kurds Accused of Human Rights Abuses Against Arabs”, Voice of America, 13.10.2015, 
https://www.voanews.com/a/syrian-kurds-accused-of-human-rights-abuses-against-arabs/3003693.html
65- Rana Khalaf, “Governing Rojava: Layers of Legitimacy in Syria”, Research Paper (London: Chatham House, 
December 2016), p.11.
66- “Popular Demonstrations in Raqqa & Syria’s Democratic Militias Suppress Firing on Protesters”, Call Syria, 



30.05.2018, https://www.nedaa-sy.com/en/news/6414
67- Rana Khalaf, “Governing Rojava: Layers of Legitimacy in Syria”, Research Paper (London: Chatham House, De-
cember 2016).
68- Sultan al-Kanj, “Who is behind wave of killings of tribal sheikhs in east Syria?”, Al-Monitor, 10.09.2020, https://
www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2020/09/syria-deir-ez-zor-arab-tribes-kurdish-forces-assassination.html
69- Anti-SDF/US protests in Raqqa | April 2018 | Syria (Youtube, 2018), https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ci0p-
FmT-7Gc
70- “Syria Civilians Protest against US-Backed Kurdish Forces”, Middle East Monitor, 30.05.2018, https://www.mid-
dleeastmonitor.com/20180530-syria-civilians-protest-against-us-backed-kurdish-forces/
71- Karwan Faidhi Dri, “SDF commander meets with Arab tribal leaders in rare visit to volatile Deir ez-Zor”, Rudaw, 
19.08.2020, https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/190820201
72- Helbast Shekhani, “Syrian Kurdish Authorities Hold New Round of Talks with Damascus”, Kurdistan 24, 14.08.2018, 
https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/45a1bcb9-1151-4de2-9654-d45b546eabc9
73- “PYD: We support the talks with Damascus”, ANF News, 16.09.2018, https://anfenglishmobile.com/human-rights/
pyd-we-support-the-talks-with-damascus-29656
74- “Autonomous Administration Talks with Regime Reach Dead End”, The Syrian Observer, 14.10.2020, https://syri-
anobserver.com/EN/news/61166/autonomous-administration-talks-with-regime-reach-dead-end.html
75- Karwan Faidhi Dri, “We want an equal partnership in Rojava: Kurdish opposition member”, Rudaw, 30.05.2020, 
https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/30052020
76- Roj Peshmergas: KNC-affiliated peshmerga forces based in Kurdistan Region of Iraq. 
77- Karwan Faidhi Dri, “We want an equal partnership in Rojava: Kurdish opposition member”, Rudaw, 30.05.2020, 
https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/30052020
78- Mohammad Abdulssattar Ibrahim, “Will oil spark conflict between ‘Qandil’ and the SDF in northeast Syria?”, Syr-
ia Direct, 17.08.2020, https://syriadirect.org/news/will-oil-spark-conflict-between-%e2%80%98qandil%e2%80%99-
and-the-sdf-in-northeast-syria/
79- “Neşet Zaza, Endamê Polîtboruya PDK-Sê: James Jeffrey ji bo piştevaniya danûstandinên Kurdî-Kurdî serdana 
Rojavayê Kurdistanê kiriye”, Rudaw, 21.09.2020, https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=653800435560218
80- The author’s interview with Syrian researcher Bedir Mulla Rashid in Istanbul, November 2020. 
81- See. https://twitter.com/SDCPress/status/1312844675187867656
82- Elham Ahmed, “Only the Syrian families who wish to leave Al Hol camp are free to leave.The families of foreign 
fighters and Syrians who have serious accusations will remain in the camp. The status quo of the camp will remain 
the same”, Twitter, 05.10.2020, https://twitter.com/ElhamAhmadSDC/status/1313214259174797312
83- Mehmet Emin Cengiz, “The Three Pillars of Turkey’s Syria Policy in the Face of Covid-19”, ISPI, 01.06.2020, https://
www.ispionline.it/en/pubblicazione/three-pillars-turkeys-syria-policy-face-covid-19-26385
84- “Bakan Çavuşoğlu: “Rusya ve ABD, YPG İçin Çaba Sarfetti! Flaş Açıklamalar / A Haber” Youtube, 16.05.2020, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ttel8yHQlY
85- “Çavuşoğlu, PYNK-ENKS anlaşmasını yorumladı: Adı ne olursa olsun meşru bir hedeftir” Artı Gerçek, 19.06.2020, 
https://artigercek.com/haberler/disisleri-bakani-mevlut-cavusoglu



AL SHARQ STRATEGIC RESEARCH
A think tank that looks to undertake impartial, 
rigorous research to promote the ideals of 
democratic participation, an informed citizenry, 
multi-stakeholder dialogue and social justice.

Address: Istanbul Vizyon Park A1 Plaza Floor:6 
No:68 Postal Code: 34197 
Bahçelievler/ Istanbul / Turkey
Telephone: +902126031815
Fax: +902126031665
Email: info@sharqforum.org

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Mehmet Emin Cengiz is a Research Assistant at Al Sharq Strategic Research. He received 
his B.A. in the Sociology Department from Ege University in 2016. During his B.A. he 
attended the Erasmus+ Program and studied at Heinrich-Heine-Universität Düsseldorf 
as an international exchange student in Germany. Cengiz received his master’s degree 
from the Department of Sociology and Anthropology of the Middle East at Marmara 
University in 2020. His pieces regarding the Syrian war and non-state armed actors 
have appeared in national and international media outlets and think tanks. 
His research interests are: Syrian Conflict, Non-State Armed Actors, Turkish Foreign 
Policy, Volunteer Foreign Fighters, Regional Kurdish Politics, and Political Islam.

research.sharqforum.org

SharqStrategic


