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Introduction
Nearly five months have passed since December 8th, 2024, in Syria. The initial revolutionary 
fervor has now given way to sobering realities. In other words, the country has returned 
from its honeymoon to grim reality on the ground. 

That being said, despite the enormous challenges the country faces, ranging from the 
provision of essential public services, like electricity and water, to delivering on more 
complex and significant issues, such as establishing and implementing transitional justice 
and alleviating the effects of the giant economic crisis, the country is making progress, 
though gradually, as expected. 
 
Regional Outlook and EU and US Stance 
Following the establishment of the new inclusive transitional government that is reflective 
of Syria’s ethnic and religious diversity in Damascus in late March 2025, the new Syrian 
leadership is doubling down on its efforts to rebuild the country. What is more important 
than this is that there seems to be a growing regional consensus to bring Syria back to the 
regional and international fold despite Israel’s growing expansionism and its spoiler role 
in Syria. For over a decade, Syria was a primary source of various problems for regional 
countries in the wake of the outbreak of a vicious war in the country in 2011. Today, most 
regional countries seem to prioritize a stable Syria, including the UAE, Saudi Arabia, and 
Sisi-led Egypt1, which situated themselves in the anti-revolution axis during the Arab Spring. 
The mentioned regional consensus was further exemplified in a regional security summit 
held in Amman2, where Syria’s neighbors-Türkiye, Iraq, Lebanon, and Jordan-established a 
quintet mechanism3 against ISIS within Syrian territory. 

Meanwhile, Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa and Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani are 
touring numerous regional and global capitals4 and intensifying their diplomatic campaign. 
Sharaa has toured a number of Arab states, including the UAE5, which notably supported 
the ousted Assad regime until its downfall. His earlier visits included stops in Saudi Arabia, 
Türkiye, Jordan, and Egypt. Damascus is also a very vibrant hub, with delegations flocking to 
the capital from various regional countries. 

Additionally, Foreign Minister Shaibani has been engaged in a parallel European tour6, 
seeking to secure vital support from the EU—particularly in the form of sanctions relief. A 
growing divergence between Brussels and Washington in their approach to Syria has become 
apparent. To date, the EU has pledged significant financial assistance to Syria, citing the 



3

country’s promising political trajectory since December 8th, and has accordingly relaxed 
some sanctions. Recently, the UK-a non-EU member-also also opted to ease its sanctions 
on Syria, lifting restrictions on the country’s defence and interior ministries, as well as its 
intelligence services.7

Moreover, having received a partial visa8 from the US, Shaibani recently traveled to New 
York where he raised the new Syrian flag at the United Nations headquarters.9 He also 
addressed the UN Security Council, delivering the new Syrian administration’s message to 
the international community, with particular emphasis on the continued Israeli occupation.10

Prior to Shaibani’s visit, Syrian Finance Minister Yasser Barnieh and Central Bank Governor 
Abdelkader Husriyeh had arrived in Washington to meet with officials from the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund, seeking crucial financial assistance. In a significant 
development, Saudi Arabia and Qatar announced their intention to pay Syria’s $15 million 
debt to the World Bank.11

Despite these promising signs, the United States has yet to articulate a clear and comprehensive 
policy toward the new Syrian government. Washington has not formally recognized the 
current Syrian administration, as reflected in the restricted nature of the visas issued to 
Syrian officials for their US visit. At present, there are no formal diplomatic relations between 
the two governments.

Reportedly, there are two wings12 within the US administration with differing views on Syria. 
The more hawkish faction, led by Director of National Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard, advocates 
against the establishment of diplomatic ties with the new Syrian leadership due to the 
leadership’s background and the UN Security Council resolutions on HTS. Israel’s security 
also seems to be playing in this attitude, although Israel has unjustly carried out more than 
700 strikes13 since December 8th, and despite this, it failed to provoke Damascus to retaliate, 
thus denying Israel a pretext for further escalation.
The most recent wave of Israeli aggression has drawn heightened international attention, 
particularly due to Türkiye’s initiative to establish a military base in Syria and deploy air 
defence systems. The T-4 airbase14, which was intended for use by Turkish forces, was 
subjected to a fierce Israeli attack. Concurrently, Israeli officials voiced strong opposition 
to Türkiye’s growing involvement in the new Syria. This rising tension ultimately prompted 
technical talks15 between Ankara and Tel Aviv, held in Baku, Azerbaijan, aimed at creating a 
deconfliction mechanism in Syria.
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The other wing of the US administration, reportedly16 represented by US Secretary of 
State Marco Rubio and the CIA, is in favor of selective engagement with the new Syrian 
administration, although Rubio also took a very harsh stance during the bloody coastal 
developments in Syria, condemning ‘radical Islamist terrorists, including foreign jihadists’17 
in his lexicon. Rubio seems to be favoring a gradual and step-for-step approach regarding 
Syria.   

Albeit this divergence of views in the US administration, the recent developments, such as 
granting the partial visa to the new Syrian officials, the Pentagon’s declaration to reduce US 
troops numbers in Syria to less than a thousand18 in the coming months, partial withdrawal 
(or relocation/redeployment)19 of US military vehicles loaded with equipment from the 
American bases in Eastern Syria, some Republican figures’ visit to Syria, their meetings 
with the Transitional President al-Sharaa, and their favorable remarks20 on him, are all 
positive signs. Many Republican figures have also called21 on the US government to remove 
sanctions on Syria, taking a pragmatic stance, as in the opposite scenario, an unstable and 
unprosperous Syria can generate new challenges for the US in the near future. Furthermore, 
President Donald Trump appears to favor assigning the chief role in Syria to Türkiye, as 
reflected in his statements praising22 President Erdoğan and in line with his administration’s 
broader strategic pivot toward countering China.

Also, according to Republican Congressman Cory Mills, who met Sharaa, the President 
expressed that Syria could join the Abraham Accords ‘under the right conditions’23, although 
Sharaa’s statement was quite vague. Subsequent reports24 indicated that the new Syrian 
government ultimately rejected the proposition of US sanctions relief in exchange for 
normalization with Israel through the Abraham Accords, citing Israel’s continued occupation 
of Syrian territory.
At the same time, the US has reportedly submitted a list of demands25 to Damascus, including 
taking action against (banning) Palestinian groups’ operations in Syria for sanctions relief 
and unfreezing Syria’s frozen assets amounting to 500 million USD. A short while after US 
demands became apparent, and while the Syrian officials were in the US, two Iran-backed 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) leaders were arrested26 in Syria. Israel had also bombed the 
‘alleged’ PIJ sites in Syria after the December 8th Revolution. 

The arrests also came after Palestinian Authority Leader Mahmoud Abbas met with Ahmad 
Shara in Damascus. The PIJ is known to have a very negative relationship with Abbas, who 
visited Damascus after 16 years.27 Although PIJ claimed that the detentions were related 
to individual legal matters and that the group remained active in Syria, the circumstances 
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suggest that the arrests were more than mere coincidence. During the Syrian Crisis, the 
PIJ remained silent vis-à-vis the plight of Syrians and sided with the Assad regime and 
Iran. In contrast, Hamas spoke out against the Assad regime, expressed support for Syrians 
demanding political change, and subsequently relocated its headquarters from Damascus 
to Doha. Nevertheless, beginning in 2021, Hamas initiated efforts to restore ties with the 
Assad regime, although relations have not returned to the pre-2011 status quo.

The PIJ arrest, and Shara’s vague remarks on normalization with Israel ‘under the right 
conditions’, led to speculation that, in line with Washington’s expectations, the new Syrian 
administration may side with the US-Gulf axis with regards to the Palestinian cause in the 
coming period, causing skepticism and concerns among Palestinians. The upcoming stance 
of the new Syrian administration towards the Palestinian organizations that sided with the 
Assad regime in Syria will tell whether this claim is valid or not. 

The US has outlined several additional demands as prerequisites for lifting sanctions and 
normalizing relations. These include cooperating with the US on the chemical weapons 
dossier, designating the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist organization, 
continuing the fight against ISIS, and clarifying the fate of missing American citizens. These 
conditions appear more feasible for Damascus, and in fact, the Syrian authorities have 
reportedly made progress on some of these fronts.

However, the demand regarding Damascus allowing the US and anti-ISIS coalition 
members to continue to conduct antiterrorism operations against foreign fighters freely 
is challenging to accept, as this infringes on Syria’s sovereignty at a time when the new 
administration aspires to have full sovereignty over every inch of Syria. In exchange for 
compliance with these demands—some of which are considered unrealistic—Washington 
has offered a phased easing of sanctions. According to various sources, Syria has signalled 
its willingness to cooperate on five of the eight demands presented by the US. Among the 
most significant impediments to economic recovery are the Caesar Act sanctions, imposed 
during the Assad era, which continue to stifle progress and foreign investment. 

US President Donald Trump is expected to embark on a tour of the Middle East in May, with 
Saudi Arabia and Türkiye28 among the anticipated stops. According to reports, Saudi Arabia’s 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman intends to facilitate a meeting between Trump and 
President Sharaa. If such a meeting occurs, it may serve as a catalyst for clarifying and 
solidifying the US approach to Syria going forward.
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Syrian Kurds and the New Syrian Administration 
In addition to the aforementioned developments, the Kurdish issue in Syria appears to be 
progressing along a constructive path under the new Syrian administration. While the United 
States remains involved, France has also been actively engaging with Syrian Kurdish actors, 
encouraging them to cooperate with Damascus. In a recent diplomatic initiative, the French 
Foreign Minister Jean-Noel Barrot met in Erbil with Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP) leader 
Masoud Barzani, Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) Commander Mazloum Abdi, and Elham 
Ahmed, Co-Chair of the External Relations Department of the PYD-led Democratic Autonomous 
Administration of North and East Syria.29 Significantly, Abdi also held talks with Nechirvan 
Barzani, President of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, in Erbil.

Following a landmark agreement30 between Syrian President Ahmed al-Sharaa and Mazloum 
Abdi—concluded after the bloody events in Syria’s coastal regions—both parties consented 
to the integration of military and administrative institutions in northeastern Syria under the 
authority of Damascus. As part of recent arrangements, the SDF decided to withdraw from 
the Tishreen Dam31, where heavy fighting had previously occurred between the Turkish-
backed Syrian National Army and the SDF, and transfer control to a civilian administration. 
Abdi personally visited the site32 and declared an end to hostilities, emphasizing the progress 
made in negotiations with Damascus. Although Syrian officials were expected to join SDF 
representatives at the Dam during Abdi’s visit, technical disagreements between the two sides 
reportedly prevented their participation.

The SDF also withdrew from the Kurdish-populated Ashrafiyya and Sheikh Maqsoud 
neighborhoods of Aleppo33 and handed over the security to the forces of Damascus. 

Concurrently, Ankara has notably softened its rhetoric regarding the SDF. For the first time, 
the Turkish Defense Minister explicitly referred to the “SDF”34 by name, departing from the 
longstanding practice of labeling the group solely as “YPG/PKK.” In his remarks, the minister 
also signalled Türkiye’s willingness to support initiatives that promote peace—an indirect but 
significant reference to the Abdi-Sharaa agreement and the broader peace process with the PKK.

As a result of the Abdi-Sharaa understanding, tensions among the SDF, Türkiye, and the Syrian 
National Army have significantly subsided. SDF representatives have acknowledged a discernible 
shift in Ankara’s tone, which they view as a positive development.

Moreover, Barzani-backed the Syrian Kurdish National Council, the rival of PYD, reached 
an agreement with the SDF/PYD. The sides got together in an intra-Kurdish national unity 
conference35 on April 26, with the participation of the DEM Party from Türkiye. This intra-
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Kurdish initiative is unfolding in apparent alignment with the peace process in Türkiye and 
likely with Ankara’s approval. Nevertheless, the demand for decentralization/federalism raised 
during the unity conference was promptly criticized by the Syrian Presidency.36 The Presidency 
reiterated its expectation that the SDF would honour the commitments outlined in the Sharaa-
Abdi agreement, saying that federalism calls threaten Syria’s territorial integrity. While federalism 
stands a far-fetched idea in Syria, the developments in the Syrian coast, the situation with the 
SDF, and unresolved problems with the Druze is likely to lead the new Syria to make some new 
administrative concession for the inclusion of every segment of the Syrian society into the new 
state as a hyper-centralized administrative system is unlikely to work in the country.  

Amid this flurry of developments, the PKK is expected to dissolve itself at any moment. Different 
sources suggest that the PKK is likely to dissolve itself by the end of April, in a secret congress 
that is likely to be held in Suleymaniyah,37-a stronghold of the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) 
and an area where the PKK maintains a significant presence. The anticipated disbandment of the 
PKK would mark a historic turning point, not only for the Kurdish population in Türkiye but also 
for the Syrian Kurds. It would likely usher in a new era of optimism and contribute meaningfully 
to the long-term stability of the new Syria. 

Southern Syria, the Israeli Role and Concluding Remarks 
The unresolved tensions involving Syria’s Druze community remain one of the most serious 
threats to the country’s future. On April 26, sectarian tensions escalated after a provocative audio 
recording allegedly featuring a Druze individual insulting the Prophet Muhammad was circulated 
on social media38 Some Druze militias-labeled as “outlaws” by Damascus-later launched attacks 
that resulted in the killing and desecration of bodies of 11 government security personnel, 
significantly intensifying unrest in rural Damascus, particularly in Jaramana and Sahnaya.39

To suppress the threat posed by these Druze factions, the Syrian government dispatched 
reinforcements to Sahnaya. Some Druze groups also mobilized reinforcements to the capital. 
This mutual escalation led to deadly sectarian clashes, with casualties on both sides. Amidst the 
chaos, Israel continued to provoke the Druze and launched several strikes on Syrian territory, even 
targeting areas near the presidential palace in Damascus.40 At the later stages, the Druze notables 
met with Syrian officials, and through a statement declared that they rejected separation41, and 
sectarianism. They also reaffirmed their vision of a unified Syria where all citizens can coexist 
and condemned both Israeli provocations and foreign intervention efforts. These leaders sought 
an agreement with Damascus to integrate local Druze into the police, security forces, and judicial 
institutions in an attempt to ensure local representation and stability in Druze-populated areas.
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Despite these reconciliatory efforts, deep divisions remain within the Druze community. Before 
the public declaration by Druze notables, prominent religious leader Sheikh Hikmat al-Hijri 
left the mentioned meeting. He later issued a statement expressing his loss of faith in the new 
government, accusing it of perpetrating massacres under a ‘takfiri ideology’. Hijri also called 
for international intervention in Syria to halt what he described as “systematic mass killings,” 
aligning his rhetoric closely with the Israeli narrative.42 In a nutshell, Hijri seems to be acting 
in line with the Israeli narrative. The Suwayda Military Council also backed Hijri and called for 
international intervention. The mentioned council is known to include some generals from the 
deposed Assad regime. In a noteworthy development, while sectarian tension was still high, 
Israel confirmed the evacuation of some wounded Druze figures from southern Syria to Israel 
by helicopter. The evacuated people are likely affiliated with Hikmat al-Hijri and the Suwayda 
military council. 

Reasonable figures that were trying to bridge the Druzes and the new Syrian government were 
also faced with assassination attempts. The mayor of Sahnaya and his son were assassinated 
shortly after welcoming government forces into the area. Laith al-Balous, the leader of the Druze 
Rijal al-Karama faction and an ally of the current administration in Damascus, also survived 
an assassination attempt. He is now emerging as a key figure among Syria’s Druze population.

Although tensions remain high, a significant portion of the Druze community has aligned itself 
with Damascus. Some Druze-affiliated armed groups have previously joined the new Syrian 
army. Through targeted agreements and continuous dialogue with influential religious and 
military Druze figures, the Syrian government appears to be securing the loyalty of much of 
the community.43

Nevertheless, Israel’s continued attempts to exert influence, mainly through financial incentives, 
on the Druze pose a potential risk, especially in the context of Syria’s ongoing economic crisis. 
This could create new problems in Southern Syria in the upcoming period. 

In Sunni-majority Southern areas such as Dar’a, Israeli influence appears to be minimal. Local 
resistance to external involvement was recently demonstrated when villagers in Dar’a44 clashed 
directly with the Israeli army, resulting in civilian casualties and reinforcing the anti-Israeli 
sentiment in the region.

Lastly, Ahmad al-Awda’s 8th Brigade, which was dragging its feet on the integration of the army, 
was cracked down on by the new Syrian army. As a result, the 8th Brigade officially declared its 
dissolution45 and subsequent integration into the Syrian armed forces, eliminating yet another 
potential source of instability for the country.



Endnotes
1- Al-Sisi, Al-Sharaa discuss Syrian stability, regional cooperation, Daily New Egypt, March 4, 2025, https://www.
dailynewsegypt.com/2025/03/04/al-sisi-al-sharaa-discuss-syrian-stability/
2- Turgut Alp Boyraz, Seda Sevencan, and Muhammed Enes Calli, Regional security meeting kicks off in Jordan with 
officials from 5 countries including Türkiye, Anadolu Agency, March 9, 2025, https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-
east/regional-security-meeting-kicks-off-in-jordan-with-officials-from-5-countries-including-turkiye/3504524
3- Joint Statement on the Fifth Meeting of High-Level Security Mechanism Between the Republic of Türkiye and 
the Republic of Iraq, Republic of Türkiye-Ministry of Foreign Affairs, April 13, 2025, https://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkiye-
cumhuriyeti-ile-irak-cumhuriyeti-arasinda-gerceklestirilen-yuksek-duzeyli-guvenlik-mekanizmasi-v-toplantisina-
iliskin-ortak-bildiri-13-nisan-2025.en.mfa
4- A Conversation with Asaad Hassan Al Shibani, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Syria, World Economic Forum, 
January 22, 2025, https://www.weforum.org/meetings/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2025/sessions/a-
conversation-with-asaad-hassan-al-shibani-minister-of-foreign-affairs-of-syria/
5- During his reception of Ahmed Al-Shara, the UAE President affirmed the UAE’s support for everything that 
achieves the Syrian people’s aspirations for stability and development, Union of OIC News Agencies, April 13, 2025, 
https://una-oic.org/en/ALL/2025/04/13/The-President-of-the-UAE-affirms-during-the-reception/
6- Mared Gwyn Jones, Brussels hosts Syrian foreign minister for talks on country’s political and economic 
transition, Euronews, March 17, 2025, https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/03/17/brussels-hosts-syrian-
foreign-minister-for-talks-on-countrys-political-and-economic-transi
7- Becky Morton, UK lifts sanctions on Syrian defence ministry, BBC, April 24, 2025, https://www.bbc.com/news/
articles/c2ewv7y32r1o
8- Ibrahim Hamidi, Washington tells Damascus what it needs to do to ease sanctions, Al Majalla, April 22, 2025, 
https://en.majalla.com/node/325267/politics/washington-tells-damascus-what-it-needs-do-ease-sanctions
9- Abby Sewell and Farnoush Amiri, New Syrian foreign minister attends UN Security Council in first US 
appearance since Assad’s fall, AP News, April 25, 2025, https://apnews.com/article/syria-shibani-un-security-
council-flag-0dacf40a9f901fbe54b85fcaa83e4f85
10- Merve Aydogan, Syrian foreign minister tells UN Security Council that Assad era is over, Anadolu Agency, April 
26, 2025, https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/syrian-foreign-minister-tells-un-security-council-that-assad-era-
is-over/3549012
11- Saudi Arabia, Qatar to settle Syria’s outstanding arrears of around $15 million to World Bank, Reuters, April 27, 
2025, https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/saudi-arabia-qatar-settle-syrias-outstanding-arrears-around-
15-million-world-2025-04-27/
12- Ibrahim Hamidi, Washington tells Damascus what it needs to do to ease sanctions, Al Majalla, April 22, 2025, 
https://en.majalla.com/node/325267/politics/washington-tells-damascus-what-it-needs-do-ease-sanctions
13- Israel’s Actions ‘Threaten Syria’s Fragile Political Transition’, Senior Official Tells Security Council, Calling on All 
States to Respect Country’s Sovereignty, United Nations, April 10, 2025, https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16042.doc.
htm
14- Francesco Salesio Schiavi, Why Syria’s T4 airbase could become a new flashpoint in Turkey and Israel’s rivalry, 
The New Arab, April 8, 2025, https://www.newarab.com/analysis/syrias-t4-airbase-flashpoint-turkey-and-israels-
rivalry
15- #ADFPanel/Syria: Reconstructing and Reconciling the Country, Antalya Diplomacy Forum, April 12, 2025, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRnzGiQIDn8
16- Ibrahim Hamidi, Washington tells Damascus what it needs to do to ease sanctions, Al Majalla, April 22, 2025, 
https://en.majalla.com/node/325267/politics/washington-tells-damascus-what-it-needs-do-ease-sanctions

https://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2025/03/04/al-sisi-al-sharaa-discuss-syrian-stability/
https://www.dailynewsegypt.com/2025/03/04/al-sisi-al-sharaa-discuss-syrian-stability/
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/regional-security-meeting-kicks-off-in-jordan-with-officials-from-5-countries-including-turkiye/3504524
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/regional-security-meeting-kicks-off-in-jordan-with-officials-from-5-countries-including-turkiye/3504524
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkiye-cumhuriyeti-ile-irak-cumhuriyeti-arasinda-gerceklestirilen-yuksek-duzeyli-guvenlik-mekanizmasi-v-toplantisina-iliskin-ortak-bildiri-13-nisan-2025.en.mfa
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkiye-cumhuriyeti-ile-irak-cumhuriyeti-arasinda-gerceklestirilen-yuksek-duzeyli-guvenlik-mekanizmasi-v-toplantisina-iliskin-ortak-bildiri-13-nisan-2025.en.mfa
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/turkiye-cumhuriyeti-ile-irak-cumhuriyeti-arasinda-gerceklestirilen-yuksek-duzeyli-guvenlik-mekanizmasi-v-toplantisina-iliskin-ortak-bildiri-13-nisan-2025.en.mfa
https://www.weforum.org/meetings/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2025/sessions/a-conversation-with-asaad-hassan-al-shibani-minister-of-foreign-affairs-of-syria/
https://www.weforum.org/meetings/world-economic-forum-annual-meeting-2025/sessions/a-conversation-with-asaad-hassan-al-shibani-minister-of-foreign-affairs-of-syria/
https://una-oic.org/en/ALL/2025/04/13/The-President-of-the-UAE-affirms-during-the-reception/
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/03/17/brussels-hosts-syrian-foreign-minister-for-talks-on-countrys-political-and-economic-transi
https://www.euronews.com/my-europe/2025/03/17/brussels-hosts-syrian-foreign-minister-for-talks-on-countrys-political-and-economic-transi
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c2ewv7y32r1o
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c2ewv7y32r1o
https://en.majalla.com/node/325267/politics/washington-tells-damascus-what-it-needs-do-ease-sanctions
https://apnews.com/article/syria-shibani-un-security-council-flag-0dacf40a9f901fbe54b85fcaa83e4f85
https://apnews.com/article/syria-shibani-un-security-council-flag-0dacf40a9f901fbe54b85fcaa83e4f85
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/syrian-foreign-minister-tells-un-security-council-that-assad-era-is-over/3549012
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/middle-east/syrian-foreign-minister-tells-un-security-council-that-assad-era-is-over/3549012
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/saudi-arabia-qatar-settle-syrias-outstanding-arrears-around-15-million-world-2025-04-27/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/saudi-arabia-qatar-settle-syrias-outstanding-arrears-around-15-million-world-2025-04-27/
https://en.majalla.com/node/325267/politics/washington-tells-damascus-what-it-needs-do-ease-sanctions
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16042.doc.htm
https://press.un.org/en/2025/sc16042.doc.htm
https://www.newarab.com/analysis/syrias-t4-airbase-flashpoint-turkey-and-israels-rivalry
https://www.newarab.com/analysis/syrias-t4-airbase-flashpoint-turkey-and-israels-rivalry
https://www.youtube.com/hashtag/adfpanel
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xRnzGiQIDn8
https://en.majalla.com/node/325267/politics/washington-tells-damascus-what-it-needs-do-ease-sanctions


17- Rubio says Syria must hold accountable ‘perpetrators of massacres’, Voice of America, March 9, 2025, https://
www.voanews.com/a/rubio-says-syria-must-hold-accountable-perpetrators-of-massacres-/8004267.html
18- Pentagon confirms plan to cut troop presence in Syria to less than 1,000, The Cradle, April 19, 2025, https://
thecradle.co/articles/pentagon-confirms-plan-to-cut-troop-presence-in-syria-to-less-than-1000
19- US quietly withdraws troops from Syria to Iraq, Harici, April 9, 2025, https://harici.com.tr/en/us-quietly-
withdraws-troops-from-syria-to-iraq/
20- Lauren Irwin, Rep. Mills ‘cautiously optimistic’ after meeting Syria’s new leader, April 23, 2025, https://thehill.
com/policy/international/5264384-rep-mills-cautiously-optimistic-after-meeting-syrias-new-leader/
21- Sean Mathews, US eases some Syria sanctions, but stops short of widespread relief, Middle East Eye, January 7, 
2025, https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/us-eases-some-syria-sanctions-stops-far-short-big-exemptions
22- Trump publicly sides with Erdoğan, puts Netanyahu on spot, A News, April 8, 2025, https://www.anews.com.tr/
webtv/world/trump-publicly-sides-with-erdogan-puts-netanyahu-on-spot
23- Syria willing to normalise ties with Israel ‘under right conditions,’ Sharaa says, Middle East Eye, April 24, 2025, 
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syria-willing-normalise-ties-israel-under-right-conditions-leader-says
24- Syrian Government Rejects Idea of Joining Abraham Accords, The Syrian Observer, April 29, 2025, https://
syrianobserver.com/foreign-actors/syrian-government-rejects-idea-of-joining-abraham-accords.html
25- Ibrahim Hamidi, Washington tells Damascus what it needs to do to ease sanctions, Al Majalla, April 22, 2025, 
https://en.majalla.com/node/325267/politics/washington-tells-damascus-what-it-needs-do-ease-sanctions
26- Syrian security forces arrest two Palestinian Islamic Jihad leaders in Damascus, The New Arab, April 22, 2025, 
https://www.newarab.com/news/syrian-forces-arrest-two-palestinian-islamic-jihad-leaders
27- Al-Sharaa Welcomes Abbas on First Visit to Damascus in 16 Years, Asharq Al-Awsat, April 19, 2025, https://
english.aawsat.com/arab-world/5134059-al-sharaa-welcomes-abbas-first-visit-damascus-16-years
28- Yasin Gungor, Trump considers visiting Türkiye on Middle East tour: Report, Anadolu Agency, April 10, 2025, 
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/americas/trump-considers-visiting-turkiye-on-middle-east-tour-report/3534451
29- France praises Kurdistan Region’s ‘democratic’ institutions, Rudaw, April 23, 2025, https://www.rudaw.net/
english/kurdistan/230420253
30- Didar Abdalrahman, Syria’s interim president, SDF chief sign landmark deal, Rudaw, March 10, 2025, https://
www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/100320251
31- SDF withdraws from key Syrian dam after agreement with Damascus, Middle East Eye, April 12, 2025, https://
www.middleeasteye.net/news/sdf-withdraw-key-syrian-dam-after-agreement-damascus
32- SDF, US-led coalition discuss future of Tishreen Dam, Rudaw, April 18, 2025, https://manage.rudaw.net/english/
middleeast/syria/180420254
33- Syrian Kurdish Fighters Leave Aleppo Areas Under Deal With Authorities, The Defense Post, April 5, 2025, 
https://thedefensepost.com/2025/04/05/syrian-kurdish-fighters-aleppo-deal/
34- Kardo Roj, Turkey Monitors Kurdish, Syrian Government Agreement with Growing Concern, The North Press 
Agency, April 14, 2025, https://npasyria.com/en/124426/
35- Kamaran Aziz, ‘Above All We Will Not Forget President Barzani’s Efforts in the Unity Conference,’ Mazloum 
Abdi, Kurdistan 24, April 26, 2025, https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/837119
36- Suleiman Al-Khalidi, Syria’s Sharaa rejects Kurdish demands for decentralization, Reuters, April 27, 2025, 
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/syrias-sharaa-rejects-kurdish-demands-decentralisation-2025-04-27/
37- PKK to Hold Dissolution Congress in Sulaymaniyah: Kurdish Politician, Bas News, April 15, 2025, https://www.
basnews.com/en/babat/880780

https://www.voanews.com/a/rubio-says-syria-must-hold-accountable-perpetrators-of-massacres-/8004267.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/rubio-says-syria-must-hold-accountable-perpetrators-of-massacres-/8004267.html
https://thecradle.co/articles/pentagon-confirms-plan-to-cut-troop-presence-in-syria-to-less-than-1000
https://thecradle.co/articles/pentagon-confirms-plan-to-cut-troop-presence-in-syria-to-less-than-1000
https://harici.com.tr/en/us-quietly-withdraws-troops-from-syria-to-iraq/
https://harici.com.tr/en/us-quietly-withdraws-troops-from-syria-to-iraq/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/5264384-rep-mills-cautiously-optimistic-after-meeting-syrias-new-leader/
https://thehill.com/policy/international/5264384-rep-mills-cautiously-optimistic-after-meeting-syrias-new-leader/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/us-eases-some-syria-sanctions-stops-far-short-big-exemptions
https://www.anews.com.tr/webtv/world/trump-publicly-sides-with-erdogan-puts-netanyahu-on-spot
https://www.anews.com.tr/webtv/world/trump-publicly-sides-with-erdogan-puts-netanyahu-on-spot
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/syria-willing-normalise-ties-israel-under-right-conditions-leader-says
https://syrianobserver.com/foreign-actors/syrian-government-rejects-idea-of-joining-abraham-accords.html
https://syrianobserver.com/foreign-actors/syrian-government-rejects-idea-of-joining-abraham-accords.html
https://en.majalla.com/node/325267/politics/washington-tells-damascus-what-it-needs-do-ease-sanctions
https://www.newarab.com/news/syrian-forces-arrest-two-palestinian-islamic-jihad-leaders
https://english.aawsat.com/arab-world/5134059-al-sharaa-welcomes-abbas-first-visit-damascus-16-years
https://english.aawsat.com/arab-world/5134059-al-sharaa-welcomes-abbas-first-visit-damascus-16-years
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/americas/trump-considers-visiting-turkiye-on-middle-east-tour-report/3534451
https://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/230420253
https://www.rudaw.net/english/kurdistan/230420253
https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/100320251
https://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/100320251
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/sdf-withdraw-key-syrian-dam-after-agreement-damascus
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/sdf-withdraw-key-syrian-dam-after-agreement-damascus
https://manage.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/180420254
https://manage.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/syria/180420254
https://thedefensepost.com/2025/04/05/syrian-kurdish-fighters-aleppo-deal/
https://npasyria.com/en/124426/
https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/story/837119
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/syrias-sharaa-rejects-kurdish-demands-decentralisation-2025-04-27/
https://www.basnews.com/en/babat/880780
https://www.basnews.com/en/babat/880780


38- Deadly clashes in Syria’s Jaramana after audio recording insulting Prophet Muhammad circulates, The New 
Arab, April 29, 2025, https://www.newarab.com/news/syria-deadly-clashes-after-sectarian-audio-recording-
circulates
39- Syrian Druze leader condemns government over sectarian violence, Al Jazeera, May 1, 2025, https://www.
aljazeera.com/news/2025/5/1/syrian-druze-leader-condemns-government-over-sectarian-violence
40- Israel launches new Syria strikes amid Druze tensions, France 24, May 2, 2025, https://www.france24.com/en/
live-news/20250502-israel-says-struck-near-syria-presidential-palace-amid-druze-clashes
41- Israel strikes near Damascus presidential palace following Druze violence, France 24, May 2, 2025, https://
www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20250502-israel-demands-druze-protection-with-strikes-near-damascus-
presidential-palace
42- Syrian Druze leader Al-Hijri slams ‘genocidal campaign’, Israel issues warning, Arab News, May 1, 2025, https://
www.arabnews.com/node/2599198/middle-east
43- Suwayda Navigates Post-Assad Syria Amid Push for Reform and Unity, Levant 24, April 7, 2025, https://levant24.
com/news/2025/04/suwayda-navigates-post-assad-syria-amid-push-for-reform-and-unity/
44- SNHR Condemns the Intensified Attacks and Wide Ground Incursions by Israeli Occupation Forces into Syrian 
Territority, Syrian Network for Human Rights, April 5, 2025, https://snhr.org/blog/2025/04/05/snhr-condemns-the-
intensified-attacks-and-wide-ground-incursions-by-israeli-occupation-forces-into-syrian-territority/
45- Paul McLoughlin, UAE-linked southern Syria militia to be dissolved after Sharaa-MbZ meeting, The New Arab, 
April 14, 2025, https://www.newarab.com/news/uae-linked-eighth-brigade-syria-disband-and-join-army

https://www.newarab.com/news/syria-deadly-clashes-after-sectarian-audio-recording-circulates
https://www.newarab.com/news/syria-deadly-clashes-after-sectarian-audio-recording-circulates
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/5/1/syrian-druze-leader-condemns-government-over-sectarian-violence
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/5/1/syrian-druze-leader-condemns-government-over-sectarian-violence
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20250502-israel-says-struck-near-syria-presidential-palace-amid-druze-clashes
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20250502-israel-says-struck-near-syria-presidential-palace-amid-druze-clashes
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20250502-israel-demands-druze-protection-with-strikes-near-damascus-presidential-palace
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20250502-israel-demands-druze-protection-with-strikes-near-damascus-presidential-palace
https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20250502-israel-demands-druze-protection-with-strikes-near-damascus-presidential-palace
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2599198/middle-east
https://www.arabnews.com/node/2599198/middle-east
https://levant24.com/news/2025/04/suwayda-navigates-post-assad-syria-amid-push-for-reform-and-unity/
https://levant24.com/news/2025/04/suwayda-navigates-post-assad-syria-amid-push-for-reform-and-unity/
https://snhr.org/blog/2025/04/05/snhr-condemns-the-intensified-attacks-and-wide-ground-incursions-by-israeli-occupation-forces-into-syrian-territority/
https://snhr.org/blog/2025/04/05/snhr-condemns-the-intensified-attacks-and-wide-ground-incursions-by-israeli-occupation-forces-into-syrian-territority/
https://www.newarab.com/news/uae-linked-eighth-brigade-syria-disband-and-join-army


ABOUT AL SHARQ STRATEGIC RESEARCH

Mehmet Emin Cengiz is a Research Fellow at the Istanbul-based international think 
tank Al Sharq Strategic Research, focusing on Syria, Turkey, and the wider Middle 
East. After receiving his B.A. from the Sociology Department at Ege University in 
2016, Cengiz completed his master’s degree at the Department of Sociology and 
Anthropology of the Middle East at Marmara University in 2020.
Cengiz’s pieces regarding Turkish foreign policy, the Syrian war, and non-state 
armed actors have appeared in national and international media outlets and 
think tanks. His research interests are the Syrian conflict, non-state armed actors, 
Turkish foreign policy, volunteer foreign fighters, and regional Kurdish politics.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

A think tank that looks to undertake impartial, 
rigorous research to promote the ideals of 
democratic participation, an informed citizenry, 
multi-stakeholder dialogue and social justice.


